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An Inquiry Into: Who We Are Where We Are In 

Place and Time 
How We Express 

Ourselves 
How We Organize 

Ourselves 
How the World 

Works 
Sharing the Planet 

TK 
 
Age  
4-5 

Sequence Unit 2  Unit 1  Unit 4 Unit 3 
Theme 
Strand 

“what it means to be 
human” 

“the ways in which 
we discover and 
express ideas, 
feelings, nature, 
culture, beliefs and 
values” 

“the natural world 
and its laws” 

“peace and conflict 
resolution” 

Central  
Idea 

Awareness of 
human 
characteristics 
affects how we 
interact with 
others.  

People express 
feelings and 
emotions in a 
variety of ways. 
 

Earth’s natural 
cycles influence 
human activity. 
 

Conflict impacts 
the way we live 
with each other. 
 

Key Concepts form, connection, 
reflection 

function, reflection, 
perspective 

causation, change, 
connection 

form, responsibility, 
connection 

Related 
Concepts 

identity, 
compare/contrast 

self-expression, 
creativity 

cycles, interaction 
 

conflict, 
cooperation, choice 

Lines of 
Inquiry 

● Identify the 
character traits 
of an IB learner  

● Awareness of 
our personal 
character traits  

● Recognizing 
similarities and 
differences 
between myself 
and others 

● Identify 
different types 
of feelings in 
ourselves 

● The ways in 
which people 
express 
themselves 
through art and 
music 

● Identify 
different types 
of feelings in 
others 

● Seasonal 
changes and 
activities 
associated 
with each 
season 

● In what ways 
are the seasons 
the same and 
different 

● Health and 
safety during 
seasonal 
changes 

● Identifying 
conflict 

● Finding 
strategies to 
resolve conflict 
is our personal 
responsibility 

● Using what we 
learned to solve 
conflict at home 

Connections P.E.:  
cooperation 
caring, sharing 

Art: drawing 
feelings 

Art: tree paintings  
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An Inquiry Into: Who We Are Where We Are In 
Place and Time 

How We Express 
Ourselves 

How We Organize 
Ourselves 

How the World 
Works 

Sharing the Planet 

K 
 
Age 
5-6 

Sequence Unit 1  Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4  
Theme  
Strand 

“human 
relationships 
including 
families, friends” 

 “the ways in which 
we discover and 
express ideas, 
feelings” 

“human-made 
systems and 
communities” 
 

“the natural world 
and its laws” 

 

Central  
Idea 

What it means to 
be a friend.  

 Symbols convey 
messages. 
 

People’s jobs and 
culture contribute 
to the development 
of communities. 

Patterns and 
changes are 
observable with all 
living things.  

 

Key Concepts reflection, causation, 
change 

 perspective, 
connection 
 

function, 
connection, 
responsibility 

form, function, 
change 
 

 

Related 
Concepts 

pattern, impact, 
growth 
 

 subjectivity, systems 
 

role, relationships, 
values 
 

similarities, 
differences, 
behavior, adaptation 

 

Lines of 
Inquiry 

● Similarities and 
differences of 
the Learner 
Profile 
attributes 

● Choices that 
impact 
relationships 

● Development of 
the attributes 
over time and 
how it relates to 
being a good 
friend 

 

● State, US and 
global symbols 

● Basic sign 
language 
symbols used to 
communicate 
daily 

● Understanding 
feelings/ 
emotions 
through body 
language and 
written 
symbolic 
pictures 

● Why symbols 
are important 

●   People help the 
community in 
different ways 
around the world 

●   Some jobs 
require specialized 
knowledge and tools 
that change over 
time 

●   Jobs are 
connected to needs 
in society 

 

● Characteristics 
and structures of 
plants and insects  

● Ways in which 
plants and insects 
change and grow 

● Characteristics, 
habitats, and 
needs of birds, 
reptiles, and 
mammals  

● How humans 
affect animals 
and their habitats  

 

Connections Spanish: greetings 
P.E.: cooperation, conflict 
resolution 
Art: David Goes to School 

 Spanish: opposites, 
feelings 
Art: Statue of 
Liberty 

Spanish: traditions, 
family 
 

Spanish: nature, play 
Art: butterflies 
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An Inquiry Into: Who We Are Where We Are In 

Place and Time 
How We Express 

Ourselves 
How We Organize 

Ourselves 
How the World 

Works 
Sharing the Planet 

1st 
 
Age  
6-7 

Sequence Unit 4 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 1 Unit 6 Unit 5 
Theme  
Strand 

“the nature of self; 
what it means to be 
human” 

“homes and 
journeys” 

“the ways in which 
we discover and 
express ideas, 
feelings” 

“human-made 
systems and 
communities” 

“the interaction 
between the natural 
world … and human 
societies” 

“communities and 
the relationships 
within and between 
them” 

Central  
Idea 

Sound and light 
waves help humans 
communicate.  

Societies develop 
according to their 
needs. 
 

People communicate 
traditions and values 
through storytelling. 

Rights and 
responsibilities lead 
to cooperative 
classroom 
citizenship. 

Humans are 
affected by the 
patterns of our sun, 
moon, and stars. 

Animal and plant 
characteristics 
help them survive 
in their 
environment. 

Key Concepts form, responsibility 
 

causation, change  perspective, 
reflection 

connection, 
responsibility,  
reflection 

function, change, 
connection 

change, connection 
 

Related 
Concepts 

properties,similarities, 
differences, impact, 
consequences, rights, 
citizenship, values, 
initiative 

transformation, 
impact 
 

subjectivity, beliefs, 
interpretation, 
evidence 
 

systems, 
relationships, 
interdependence, 
subjectivity, opinion 

pattern, system, 
behavior, adaptation, 
transformation, cycles 

interdependence, 
relationships, cycle 
and growth 
 

Lines of 
Inquiry 

● The investigation 
of light and sound 
waves.  

 
● Light and sound 

can help humans 
communicate over 
a distance. 

 
● Light and sound 

technology can 
help humans. 

 

● Societies change 
over time  

 
● Humans make 

choices based on 
wants and needs  

 
● Changes in 

technology affect 
communication 

● Explore the 
elements of 
stories 

● Knowledge can 
be shared 
through oral or 
written 
presentations 

● Explore how 
traditional 
stories tell about 
principles we 
value 

 

● Citizens of a 
classroom 
community have 
many 
responsibilities. 

● Classroom 
citizens 
communicate 
their needs and 
feelings. 

● Classroom 
citizens reflect on 
their choices. 

● The seasons change 
because of the 
movement of the 
Earth  in relation to 
the sun. 

● There are pattern 
that can be observed 
for the sun, moon, 
and stars. 

● The movement of 
the earth effects 
what is happening in 
other areas of the 
world. 

● Plants and animals 
are dependent 
upon each other for 
survival. 

 
● All plants and 

animals have 
certain 
characteristics that 
help them survive. 

● Animal parents 
help their babies in 
a variety of ways in 
different 
environments. 

Connections Spanish: weather, 
calendar 

Spanish:  opposites, 
colors 

Spanish- celebrations, 
calendar 
Art: The Fat Cat 
folktale 

Spanish: greetings 
P.E.: cooperation 
respect, responsibility 
Spanish: classroom, 
courtesy 

Spanish: description 
Art: sun and moon 

Spanish: animals, 
actions 



Thomas Kelly Elementary 
Programme of Inquiry 

Updated June 6, 2019 
 

 
An Inquiry Into: Who We Are Where We Are In 

Place and Time 
How We Express 

Ourselves 
How We Organize 

Ourselves 
How the World 

Works 
Sharing the Planet 

2nd 
 
Age  
7-8 

Sequence Unit 4 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 1 Unit 6 Unit 5 
Theme  
Strand 

“the nature of self; 
what it means to be 
human” 

“orientation in 
place and time” 

“nature, culture, 
beliefs, values” 

“the natural world 
and its laws” 

“the structure and 
function of 
organizations” 

“the struggle to share 
finite resources with 
other people and with 
other living things” 

Central  
Idea 

Actions can change 
the world. 

  We Learn about 
the world and 
ourselves by 
studying our 
family history. 
 

Communities 
around the world 
express themselves 
aesthetically 
through the arts. 

Rules and laws 
provide structure 
and help 
organizations to 
function. 
 

Animals and plants 
are all parts of 
ecosystems. 
 

Human beings use 
natural resources. 
 

Key Concepts function, perspective, 
causation 

change, connection 
 

connection, 
reflection 
 

form, function 
 

function, change 
 

form, change, 
connection 

Related 
Concepts 

behavior, role, 
subjectivity, opinion, 
consequences, impact, 
initiative 

growth, 
relationships 
 

relationships, 
behavior 
 

pattern, systems, 
role, cycles, 
transformation, 
growth 

structure, systems 
 

properties, 
similarities, 
differences, structure, 
transformation, 
relationships 

Lines of 
Inquiry 

● Values of 
heroism can be 
seen in fiction 
and real-life 
examples  

● Every culture 
has heroes that 
act on beliefs   

● All of us can take 
action in heroic 
ways   

 

● Families 
remember 
their past 

● Society 
changes over 
time 

● Compare and 
contrast family 
life of children 
throughout the 
world 

● People move 
from 
community to 
community 

● Artists express 
themselves 

● Artists and 
musicians use 
materials 

● Cultures 
celebrate with 
art 

 

● Structure/rules 
within our school 
community 

● Structure/rules in 
our homes. 

● Government looks 
different around 
the world. 

● Problem solving 
globally. 

● What plants need 
to grow 

● Dispersing seeds 
and pollination in 
different 
ecosystems 

● Habitats for 
survival for 

nts and animals 

● Rocks and 
minerals 
and how people 
use them 

● Low people use 
resources such 
as land, oil, and 
water  

● Land changes 
shape  

● States of matter 

Connections Spanish: weather, 
family 

Spanish: feelings, 
colors 
Art: family 
portraits 

Spanish: calendar, 
shapes, homes 
Art: The Great Wave 

Spanish: courtesy 
P.E.: thinker 
responsibility 

Spanish: heroes, 
actions, Learner 
Profile 

Spanish: animals, 
environments 
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An Inquiry Into: Who We Are Where We Are In 

Place and Time 
How We Express 

Ourselves 
How We Organize 

Ourselves 
How the World 

Works 
Sharing the Planet 

3rd 
 
Age  
8-9 

Sequence Unit 3 Unit 2 Unit 6 Unit 1 Unit 5 Unit 4 
Theme  
Strand 

“social and 
spiritual health; 
communities and 
cultures” 

“the discoveries, 
exploration” 

“nature, culture, 
beliefs, values” 

“societal decision 
making” 

“the interaction 
between the natural 
world … and human 
societies” 

“communities and 
the relationships 
within and between 
them” 

Central  
Idea 

People within a 
culture develop 
connections 
through shared 
values and 
traditions. 

Exploration may 
lead to cultural 
integration. 
 

Cultures express 
themselves 
through art in 
folklore. 
 

People create 
government 
systems to help 
local communities 
function. 

Magnetic 
interactions form 
patterns as well as 
cause and effect 
relationships. 
 

Living things adapt 
and survive within 
the Earth’s biomes.  

Key Concepts connection, 
perspective, 
causation 

change, perspective, 
reflection 

connection, 
perspective, 
reflection 

form, causation, 
change 

function, causation, 
connection 
 

causation, change, 
form 
 

Related 
Concepts 

relationships, 
interdependence, 
opinion, prejudice, 
subjectivity, 
consequences, impact, 

adaptation, 
subjectivity, 
responsibility 
 

relationship, truth, 
interpretation 
 

systems, 
consequences,  
Adaptation 
 

patterns, similarities, 
differences, 
properties, impact, 
consequences, 
systems, relationships 

impact, initiative 
 

Lines of 
Inquiry 

● Traditions and 
customs within 
communities 

● Compare and 
contrast winter 
holidays 
celebrated 
globally 

● Global exploration 
has occurred with 
many different 
origins and 
destinations 
throughout the 
world.  

● Explorations 
occurred based on 
different 
motivations 

● When cultures 
connect both 
societies are 
affected.  

 

●   Common 
themes in the 
literature of diverse 
cultures 

●   Literature as a 
reflection of a 
society and its 
morals 

●   Connections 
between the real 
and imaginary 
world in stories 

● The reasons for 
rules and laws 

● Our role as a 
citizen in our 
classroom and 
school 

● Our role as a 
citizen in the 
community 

● The structure of 
local 
government 

 
 

● Compare 
magnetic 
properties 

● Analyze magnetic 
interactions 

● Draw conclusions 
about the cause 
and effect of 
magnetism 

● Design magnetic 
fields 

● Earth’s biomes and 
biome characteristics  

● Adaptation is 
necessary for survival  

● Structures of living 
things adapt affecting 
survival in their 
biomes 

● What are the 
consequences of a 
change in the 
environment such as a 
loss of their food 
supply or shelter in 
their environment? 
What is the human 
response? 

Connections Spanish: traditions Spanish:colonialism, 
culture, language 
Art: ships/maps 

Spanish: 
description, 
expression 

Spanish: describing 
P.E.: responsibility 
cooperation, safety 

Spanish: food, 
likes/dislikes 

Spanish: animals, 
questions 
Art: elephant paintings 
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Art: folk art towns 

 
An Inquiry Into: Who We Are Where We Are In 

Place and Time 
How We Express 

Ourselves 
How We Organize 

Ourselves 
How the World 

Works 
Sharing the Planet 

4th 
 
Age  
9- 
10 

Sequence Unit 1 Unit  5 Unit 3 Unit 6 Unit 2 Unit 4 
Theme  
Strand 

“personal, physical, 
mental, social and 
spiritual health; 
communities and 
cultures” 

“personal histories, 
migrations of 
humankind” 

“the ways in which 
we reflect on, 
extend and enjoy 
our creativity” 

“the structure and 
function of 
organizations” 

“the impact of 
scientific and 
technological 
advances on society 
and on the 
environment.” 
 

“rights and 
responsibilities in the 
struggle to share finite 
resources with other 
people and with other 
living things;” 

Central  
Idea 

Personal health 
encompasses 
social, mental and 
physical wellbeing. 

Motivations for 
human migration 
evolve out of 
necessity. 
 

Creative movement 
can communicate 
meaning and 
reflect values. 

History influences 
the structure and 
function of state 
government. 

Earth’s natural 
processes affect the 
environment and 
drive human 
technology. 

Access to resources 
affects the way 
energy is shared. 

Key Concepts perspective, 
connection, 
reflection 

function, change, 
causation 
 

connection, 
perspective, 
reflection 

form, function, 
responsibility, 
change 

form, function, 
responsibility 

form, causation, 
change 
 

Related 
Concepts 

change, causation, 
behavior 

Adaptation, pattern, 
impact 
 

form, organization, 
culture, society, 
values 
 

System, justice, 
freedom 

equal access, 
environmental 
impact, green 
energy 

Pattern, impact, 
growth 
 

Lines of 
Inquiry 

● Social health 
● Mental health 
● Physical Health 
● Balancing all 

aspects of our 
personal health 

 
 

● Humans migrate for 
a variety of reasons. 

● The motivations for 
migration have 
changed throughout 
California’s history. 

● Migration has 
impacted 
communities, 
cultures, and 
individuals in 
California. 

● Physical expression 
can be used to 
communicate 
meaning. 

● Physical movement 
can communicate 
emotion. 

● The values of a 
culture can be 
communicated 
through physical 
expressions. 

● California’s unique 
history impacted 
its statehood.  

● California’s 
constitution has a 
purpose and is 
based on 
customized 
principles.  

● The form of the 
government has 
various functions. 

● Various natural 
processes/disasters 
have shaped the 
current Earth. 

● People’s lives and 
how they live are 
affected by Earth’s 
natural processes. 

● Access to 
technology and 
technology 
instruments can 
reduce the negative 
impact on people 
and their lives. 

 

● Energy can 
be 
transferred  

● Energy can be 
harnessed to 
create electricity. 

● Human demands 
on energy impact 
the availability of 
resources. 

● How we conserve 
energy on a daily 
basis 

 

Connections P.E.: confidence 
self-respect 
Spanish: courtesy, caring 

Spanish: actions, 
writing 

Spanish: culture, dance 
Art: perspective drawing 

Spanish: questions, 
description, 
comparison 

Spanish: health, 
conversation 

Spanish: weather, 
city 
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An Inquiry Into: Who We Are Where We Are In 

Place and Time 
How We Express 

Ourselves 
How We Organize 

Ourselves 
How the World 

Works 
Sharing the Planet 

5th 
 
Age  
10-
11 

Sequence Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 6 Unit 5 Unit 4 Unit 1 
Theme  
Strand 

“personal, physical, 
mental, social and 
spiritual health; 
rights and 
responsibilities” 

“the relationships 
between and the 
interconnectedness of 
individuals and 
civilizations, from 
local and global 
perspectives.” 

“the ways in which 
we reflect on, 
extend and enjoy 
our creativity;” 

“how humans use 
their understanding 
of scientific 
principles;” 

“economic activities 
and their impact on 
humankind and the 
environment.” 
 

“access to equal 
opportunities; 
peace and conflict 
resolution.” 
 

Central  
Idea 

Citizens have rights 
and responsibilities 
to themselves, the 
community and the 
world. 

Individuals in a 
society may 
cooperate, or fight 
and rebel. 
 

Visual arts are an 
avenue to express our 
beliefs and values. 
 

Passion motivates 
us to take action. 
(Exhibition Project) 

Challenges may 
change society. 
 

Transformations 
may result when 
various groups 
compete for 
opportunities. 

Key Concepts connection, , change, 
responsibility 

causation, 
connection 

form, perspective 
 

causation, 
connection, 
responsibility 

form, function, 
connection 

responsibility, 
causation, 
reflection 

Related 
Concepts 

opinion, 
interdependence, 
initiative 

impact, 
relationships, 
interdependence 

properties, structures, 
similarities, 
differences, 
subjectivity, beliefs, 
opinion 

systems, 
interdependence, 
citizenship, 
initiative 

 

properties, 
structure, 
adaptation, 
transformation, 
evidence, 
interpretation 

subjectivity, truth, 
beliefs, opinions, 
consequences, 
impact, 
interpretation, 
responsibility, 
behavior 

Lines of 
Inquiry 

● People have 
responsibilities to 
themselves, 
others, and the 
community. 

● Our actions may 
impact others and 
the community. 

● Rights and 
responsibilities 
change over time. 

● Individuals, 
groups, and 
events led to the 
establishment of 
our country. 

● Systems developed 
in the colonies. 

● Factors contributed 
to conflict between 
colonists and 
revolution ensued. 

● Various forms of 
visual arts 

● The elements 
and principles of 
art used to 
convey meaning 

● Cultural beliefs 
and values 
portrayed 
through art 

● Student 
Created for 
IB Exhibition 
project 

● Components and 
interactions of 
ecosystems. 

● Evaluate the impact 
of human activities 
on Earth systems.   

● Evaluate behaviors 
and actions that may 
help protect Earth’s 
resources and 
environments.  

● Conflict can arise 
from differences 
between groups.   

● Societal 
relationships are 
affected by 
conflict.  

● Conflict can be 
resolved through 
a variety of 
means. 

Connections Spanish: 
questioning, travel 

Spanish: courtesy, 
description, culture, 
principled 

Spanish:  weather, 
clothing, description 
Art: Harlem 
Renaissance 

Spanish: city life, 
professions 
Art: Mexican mixture 
drawings  

Spanish: weather, 
investigation 
 

P.E.: Conflict 
Resolution, Respect 
Spanish: courtesy, 
classroom, principled 
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